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Further, your thanks are specially due to the Council of the Linnean 
Society, through whose kindness the Society has been permitted, as 
in previous years, to hold its meetings in Burlington House.” 

On the motion of Mr. S. I. Da Costa, seconded by Mr. F. G. 
Bridgman, the above was adopted as the Annual Report of the 
Society. 

The following were elected as Officers and Council for the year 1904 : 

President. —E. R. Sykes, B.A., F.L.S. 

Vice-Presidents. —W. T. Blanford, C.I.E., LL.D., F.R.S. ; Professor 
W. A. Herdman, F.R.S. ; B. B. Woodward, F.L.S. ; 
H. Woodward, LL.D., F.R.S. 

Treasurer. —J. H. Ponsonby, F.Z.S. 

Secretary. —R. H. Burne, B.A., F.Z.S. 

Editor. —E. A. Smith, I.S.O. 

Other Members of the Council. —Lieut.-Col. H. H. God win-Austen, 
F.R.S.; Professor G. B. Howes, LL.D., F.R.S. ; J. Cosmo 
Melvill, M.A., F.L.S.; R. Bullen Newton, F.G.S.; Rev. 
Canon Merle Norman, D.C.L., F.R.S. ; W. G. Ridewood, 
D.Sc., F.L.S. 

On the motion of Dr. W. T. Blanford, seconded by Mr. Bullen 
Newton, a vote of thanks was passed to the Retiring Officers and 
Members of Council, and to the Auditors and Scrutineers, the retiring 
President and Editor being specially thanked for their valuable 
services. 


OBITUARY NOTICE. 

It is with much regret that we have to record the death, on 
August 17th last year, of Dr. Otto Franz von Moellendorff, who had 
been a member of this Society since the year 1894. He was bom at 
Hoyerswerda, in Eastern Prussia, in the year 1848. 

Moellendorff was a great conchologist, although his studies were 
practically limited to land and fresh-water mollusca, and during his 
residence abroad, in the Consular service, he had great opportunities 
of amassing a magnificent collection, partly through his own collecting, 
and also by exchanges with numerous other collectors. He first of 
all investigated the fauna of Bosnia, and published in 1873 the 
“ Beitrage zur Fauna Bosniens,” forty-three of the seventy-two pages 
of which the work consists being devoted to an account of the 
Mollusca. 

In 1873 he obtained an appointment in China, where he remained 
for about seven years, and was subsequently transferred to a position 
in the Philippine Islands, which he retained for a long period. It 
was during his residence in this part of the world that many of his 
important papers were written. 

In 1896, through ill-health, he was compelled to return to Europe, 
and first of all resided at Kovno, in Western Russia, and subsequently, 
in 1901, he removed to Frankfort. He was not destined long to 
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enjoy his new position in that city, for, after a lingering illness, he 
peacefully passed away during the Summer of last year. 

It is as a conchologist we wish to speak of him in this place, hut 
that he was a man of great general culture and high principles may be 
gathered from a very interesting memoir of him by his intimate friend, 
Dr. W. Kobelt, published in the Nachrichhblatt dev deutschen Malako- 
%oologischen Gesellschaft of November last. To give an idea of 
the extent of MoellendorfPs work, it may be stated that he wrote 
about 2,000 pages upon conehological subjects, published in about 
100 different memoirs and papers. These were printed in various 
periodicals published in Germany, England, Russia, India, and 
Australia, and principally treated upon the faunae of China, Loo 
Choo, Japan, Korea, Central Asia, the Philippine Islands, Perak, 
Ivelantan, Annam, Tonkin, Siam, Java, Bongao, Sulu Islands, 
Tenimber, Celebes, Talaut, New Guinea, the Caroline Islands, 
Bosnia, Serbia, Montenegro, and Russia in Europe. Some of his 
papers were valuable criticisms upon the works of others, and 
catalogues of cei'tain groups of land mollusca. He also wrote half 
a dozen papers in conjunction with Messrs. Quadras, Kobelt, and 
Rolle. Much of his work is very valuable to the students of land- 
shells of those eastern countries which he knew so well, but, at the 
same time, it must be stated how regrettable it is that so many of his 
descriptions of species were issued without any illustrations. 


ORDINARY MEETING. 

Friday, 12th February, 1904. 

E. R. Sykes, B.A., President, in the Chair. 

The following specimens were exhibited:— 

By S. I. Da Costa: Pleurodonta (enigma , Pecten Ruschenbergeri 
(a new form from Japan), and some rare Bulimuli from Central 
America, including the type-specimens of B. corticosus , B. Koppeli, 
and B. Dacostce , a remarkably fine B. Bombeyanus , and the very rare 
B. tenuilabris. 

By R. Bullen Newton : A collection of Quaternary shells from the 
Pampean formation of South America, collected by Mr. AV. F. Reid. 
These were mostly marine shells, but are found in conjunction with 
the remains of large land mammals, such as Megatherium and 
Glyptodon. 

By H. B. Preston: A group of remarkably fine specimens of 
JEtheria tubifera , Sow., from the upper Belgian Congo. 

By F. G. Bridgman: Examples of Oliva erythrostoma and its 
varieties, together with a deformed specimen of the same species. 

By R. H. Burne: Instances of extreme individual variation. 




